His electrocardiographic characterization of terminal arrhythmias of hemorrhagic shock in dogs.
Pulseless idioventricular rhythm is the agonal arrhythmia identified in three models of hemorrhagic shock used in this study. This arrhythmia is preceded by atrial and then junctional arrest demonstrated by His electrocardiography in all nine dogs studied. Two additional dogs were used as controls. Acid-base and electrolyte changes were not sufficient to cause the progressive failure of conduction system function seen so consistently. Patients receiving cardiopulmonary resuscitation who have profound bradycardia without pulses may have been in shock prior to cardiopulmonary arrest.